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A Democratic Cancus--Who Shouid
be Admitted.

Col. J. J. Shannon, in Meridinn News. ]

The papers are discussing the question as
to whether the Democratic mebers ot the
Legislature should hold a cauncus to noni-
nate a Nenator and other officers to e elec-
ted by that boly. :
eaucus, that the epposition to tha Pemoerit-
&y s so small, that nothing ean be gained by
it, and that to exelude from participation in
the seleetion of officers the Greenback and
Tndependent members may weaken the par-
ty in the Presidential elegtion.
able to see the force of thixobjection.
the Democratic party preserves its organiga-
tion, we have no fears of the result of that
election, and we think a strict adherence o
the cancus system, and the usuages of the
party will be the surest means to carry the
We are, therefore, in favor of a cay-
eusof the Democratic members of the Log-
jslature to select candidates for every uﬁiw;l
to be flled by the Legislature. We presume| =0 Spon o an omungnt gggree. to perfect the laws
o ‘Guoeaibwickos of Tndopendent would O6-{4 . gf;ogy government; and his Tecommendations will, I
sire to take pert insuch a caucus; none | 3o bt not. commend themselves to your approval.

ghould be admitted, but those who support-
ed the party ticket at the last election and
are known to be in affiliation with the Demo-
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Jacksoys, Miss., January 6,1880.

‘ricenn of the Senale, and Howse qf f;’eprwenz«ztives:

i eretds
I cordially weleome you as a eo-ordinate branch of t:he
State governent, to that participation in its affairs which
the i';_-l:-’i' ution devolves upon you as reprea-a:nlmu\'es ol
the people. A great and sacred trust has been com-
mitted o vour hands to be administered for the wellare
of the entire State. withoat regard to section, class, or
party aflibation, 1 sincerely trust that your delibera-
tions will be characterized by wisdom, peace and har-
o, and. earnestly invoking the guidance and assistance
i Almighty God, that the result of your labors will be
st asg 1o k:niﬂiv Yl wo His l-Ik"‘-:aI:_j*, and to the ;.;ral.i
uide of the people you represent. .
The vear suceeeding the adjourniment of the last Legis-
Iatare .\L'.;— atiended l._\ eisa<lers ll!lil.l;'.l“!.‘h:-l in Lhe an-
nals of Missi=sippi. A terrivle epidemic, more luuilgna'nt.
inits character. and wore tatal than ever betore known, in
invadod many sections of the State. spreading death; devas-
tation amd '_-'.-u-.'u wherever it went, Thousands of our lel-
low citizens fell viotims 1o the dreadinl scourge. and in
numerous instances whole fumilies were horne away, as it
vete, 16 a common zeave. Many ol our most honored
citizens are numbered among the dewd. For many months
the wholo State was a melancholy scene of sulfering, des-
Jation and mourning.  Buab in the midst of thelr distress
he eharitable worll, with upstinted bhand, ministered to
the reliet of our sutlering people. From the cities, towns
ul villnzes, North. East, West and South, large sums of
pany needed supplies. wers iorwaaded to our re-
socintions: and several large donations were recely
I'he different Masonie hodies,

1 Iranm | clZn cotnits
Odd Fellows and other benevolent institutions thronghout
the country, were most conspicuous and liberal in their
leods of elpritv: and T was advised of no instance in
vhich h ek sutlered for wiant vl money or supplies
dier thelr necessities were made known, and they could
! re ot Yy oany means ol Wransporbtion,
The rehiel thus contributed was transported and distri-
I by railyoad, express, uni ste umboal companies, tree
] linrge: il il GITHE]0 lence tor Inil';n--uxul reliel,
oy appertxining thecelo, was transmitied Ly It.‘lv.;r.lllll
punies 0 TORS ter Sieh generosity on the
4 the people everywhere, and the valuable services
vendered Uy the transportation and telegraph companies,
lajny recogmition frot th represcnlulives ol those who
the: hepeticiaries of their muniticent bounties,
\ wtial tailore of the cotton crop in portions ol the
uid the unrewunerative prices received for i,
rented a leeling of discontent RIS plantation laborers,
e, tosether witly other extraneous inlluences, cansed
e to abundoen  their crops i the spring to seek
loames i the West Fora time the planting interest in
e Minss i vidlevy w riously threatened; Dut the
ceitement soon beided and the supply ol labor contin-
ahiond equit | e ddenand.
pring e veur Jnst elosad. the people. with the ex-
ption of these of 1wo or three small villages, have been
tvored wirh nnasy |.!'- LT I ili -I:T'I.: J.'Ini il :ll.“' }‘il']il ol
[RIT Crop vieeeether with the thistaclory [-l'l-'t- recelved lor
i, has, in 2 zreal measure, allayved the ;l;l!*l'&'“l'll‘iiﬂll‘i felt
e aecount of the threatened disorganization of the labor
The trade and indusiries of the Stale have
0 tly revived., and there are unmistakable evideneces of
relurging prospelity. V1 no tiree sinee the close of the
war has so general pirit of contentment prevailed
imong bl elasses of our citizenz, and  all seein te look
rward with confizlence o bright and happy future.

With a lew exceplions, peace anl crder Lave preyailed
&

furving the last two years: and the laws for the
punishment  of erime have, a5 a role, been prompt-
lv, wigoroasly and reeessiully  wliministered. 1 de-
| v benr stimony  to  the ftaithivlness with

| | .

w, Istrior Attornesy s, anl other officers
Cehareed with the administration of the ceriminal laws
huve performed their duties. Too much cannot be said

||t“,'*"..lt UL i

Ihe political canvass throngh which we have recently
passed was an exciting one, but so Iar as 1 am informed
the election was peaceable ;s no serious disturbance hay-

ine oeewrred anywhere within the State.

It will deyvolve upon yvon as the first Legislature since
the adontion of the Constitutional amendment providing
for biennial ses=ions, 1o adjust the laws regalating the
vitments of the Stale government to the
chansad order of thinegs.  All existing laws were enacted

with a view (o annual sessions o the Logisinture, and the
required changes musl Le appargnt.  Muny annual reports
! wimired by dow. may half d -':I"Il‘-.l'll with. Ihl-r(-h_\'

<, and tending to simplify the oper
alions of the doparineais

le=senln Ly ax pen

In performing the duly assizned me by the Constita.
tion to give youaniormation of the state of the govern-
mont, atil to recommend for your consideration such
megsares 43 [ may deem necessary and expedient, I need
patie ol few recommendations iy reference 10 the ren-

laws of the Siate, farther than o conmend o yonr

wrelin! canstdoaration the varionus chainees ;-:n]'m.-;wi in tha

i - Cades which, it is helieved, comprises all the general
<lalion pow roe ::lin A

Iy an At of the last Legislatare Tlon, J. AL 1% Camp-
bell was anthorized o revige and colity all the laws of
he State of a general natnre, and required to sulymit the

e to the Lesiglntore. at s recalar sesston in 1880, In
\ rdance with said Acl, Judge Camplell has been dili-
wently engiged in performing the work gssigned him,and

s now rewdy to=ubmit the result of his arduomis labors to
vour banorable bodies, No specific manner having heen
srovided o submitting the drant Cadeto the Legislature. it
Been doposited in this office to he transmitted to you
teh time. and an caech manner, as von may direct.
The Qode hias been prepared with great eare with a
view ol perfocting the faws so as to meel the wants of all
1o and the eminent ubility and large esperience of
the distinenizhed jorist who has made the revision, and
he zeal with which he has devoted himseif to the task,
rendler it guite certain that the work. as it eomes from his
hands, is as nearly perfect as it ecan be made. I trust
that all amendments proposed to the work will be eare-
critinigads wind not adopted without mature c¢on-
siderabion.

The moditeation of the regisiration and election laws,
dispensing with their complex machinery by abolishing
State and Connty Boeards of Registration as now consti-
tuted, seems 1o me a wise and economieal }\l‘u\‘ir-‘inn. The
requirements of the Constitution will bhe met, the regis-
tration and election as compiete and satisfactory, and at
much less expense. The system recommended is believ-
ed to be the simplest and least expensive that can be
adopted to conform to the constitutional demand.

The amendment of the law in relation to public officers
and their duties which continzzes a deputy in office after
the death of his principal, seems to be just, since the
deputy was aceredited to the pablie by the ntlit‘.er in his
life time. It will in many instances prevent interrup-
tions in the duties of important offices and promote the
public welfare.

The Revenue law is made plain, harmonious, and sim-
ple. The provision for the assessment ol persons and
property which escaped taxation in former years; and
for the sale for taxes of lands not sold, from any cause, at
the time fixed for the regular sale for taxes, is an impor-
tant and much needed improvement ; and that in relation
to the tax on privileges, seems equitable and just. If
the principle of imposing a tax on privileges be correet,
the amount of tax should Le regulated by the extent of
the business, and the amount ol capitsl employed.

I'he simple and easy mode proposed for the enroliment
and organization of the militia caonot fail to commend
itsell to your judgment,

. The amendments to the laws in relatiou {o the Gourts,

from Justices of the "eace to the Supreme COourt, are
intended to perfect their machinery; to make definite
and certa;n vome things now open to discussion ; to make
uniform sotie weaticds of practice now variant ; to cheapen
litigation and secure its resuits (g the party in the right;
to enlarge the control of the Chancery Court; gnd to in-
crepse the efficiency of its administration of the affairs
‘of drcedenis and minors, and persons of unsound mind.
The famibsnty of Judge Campbell with the Courts

I earnestly recommend the change pr_op_oged-to the law
in relation to the deposits by foecign insurance compa-
nies; and further recommend that you consider the gv
riety of requiring all foreige insurance companies how
doing business in the State, to withdraw their deposits,
and replace them with United States bonds. Mostof the
companies would prefer holding United States securities,
and the amount of interest on the deposits weuld be

.— '\épﬂ* 1
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tended greatly to impoverish the mass of the people, and
I believe they demand its repeal. :

to be raised, will remove from the jury box the profes-
sional juror, and admit a worthy and intelligent class now |
lexcluded. A reform in our jury system is a necessity
|long and seriously felt, and it is believed that this will
| fally meet the demand, and tend greatly to promote the)
lends of justice. In this connection I desire to repeat a/
recommendation made in in my Annual Message to the
Legislature of of 1878, still believing the cause of jus-|
tice will be promoled by giving the State the power to
change the venue in criminal cases, in the manner con- |
templated by the Constitution. |

to the laws, convinces me that they are calculated to|
promote right, prevent wrong advance justice. and secure |
| the attainment of the best results from the machinery ol
organized sociely. I cordially commend the whole work |

(ully recommend the adoption of this eourse, and that|

‘ter by chapier, and referred to the respective commiitees

(some and incongruous amendments to the laws, and pro |

{them from his books.
{ I also recommend the passage of an Act to cancel the

fan Act. 1 further submit that it woull be well to make
!some disposition of the Railroad warrants held by the

(Government Das sold 59 640 acres of land. for which the

" That provision which aathor-
ng crop, or crop to be grown, has

' lands which the Government has permitted to be located ;

The system proposed by which the standard of juries isi
which no paten' has been issned.

agent to Washington for the purpose of obtaining from
the General Land Office, the patents, serip, or money, due
the State lor swamp lands.

The Commissioner is thoroughly acynainted with the
business of his Department, and | commend to yonr lavoer
able attention the recommendations made in his reporl.

KEVENUE AGENT,

For the transactions in the office of tho Revenue Agent

A careful inquiry into the various alterations proposed I respeetfully refer you to the report of that officer.

SEURETARY OF STATE.

Hon. Kinlock Fuleoner, Secretary of State, died on the
! 23d day of September, 1575, Daring the prevalence ot

The best anil most expeditions means of considering| the “f‘"l"'_"i\"-_”"‘ Suties (ofithe ‘offies o “"‘_‘L‘.“’E]." per
the Code is a subject of the utmest importance, and! i"’ med by Mr. U‘_l‘ : l grroy -‘_"m'l on the 1‘_’” XA _“Wl“!"‘r'
<hould. at once, command your serious aitention. My “1'1,"_”_"'”‘! “"“';‘,_t‘ Myers Yor "I“' B Bt He
own experience in matters of general legislation suggests| 'l""l'l“‘"l e ‘,l':' _"I_[I'. e '\"T BIRIEE, " nik s descharged
the wisdom of raising a joint committee to which the the duties of the office in a most satislactory mauner.
Code shall be delivered, and to which the whole subject His report will acquaint you with the details of the oflice,
shall be committed for investigation and report. 1 respect- STATE LIBRARY.

to your careful and favorable consideration.

The State Library isin excellent condition, and has been
admirably Kept during the last two years,

The report of the Librarian will put you in possession
of all necessary information relative to its detuls,

Judge Camphbell be authorized and requested to appear
before the Committee at any and all times for the pur-
pose of explaining any difference that may arise; _aml il:
the commiitee agzree. that its reports be adopted without |
discus=ion. el . SBOATEOE
In considering the Code of 1571, it was taken up chap |

I am gratitied to be able tostate to you that onr =ystem
of PPublic Education continues to meet with the approval
of the great mass of the people. A lively interest is
manifested in the canse of education, and there 1s a gen
eral disposition to maintain and improve the pubilic schools,
I commend the system to your fostering care, amd 10 wall
alford me pleasure (o cooperate with you in all proper
micasures lor its advancemwent. .

I regret that a iailure on the part of the Superintend

of each house, as in the case of other bills. This course
elicited much discussion, resalted in numerous unwhole-|

longed the session to four months and ten days duration.

The Legislature of 1836 cappsinted a joint commitiee
of nine on the part of the House of KRepresentatives, and
five on the part of the Senate, to which the Code was
referred, and its consideration was made the standing _ ; . o
order of the day, after 11 o’elock each day, until disposed | ent of Public Edneation Lo receive, in time, reports Irom
of.. The |.t'_:.‘_'i.‘-|.-'lllll't‘ reimnained In session ;“." months and| the diflerent counties, renders II. ur.l-n:-'-jhlc' Lo communl
five days, and having tinished its labors adjourned. The | cate to yon the in:urn.;.;i-.n_l desire 1o give on this import
resutt was the Revised Code of 1857. ant subject 1 hat the Superintendent’s 1eport will furnish

I am informed that a majority of the States in the | ill_i necessary 'Ilt'f'-lil*_- and taat oflicer is i-t'i‘h‘!' aciuainted
L'!liU!l. in I'G\'iﬁlll;.{ their Jaws, have 1111!‘:411”.1 lllt‘ course | with the \\'nl‘lx}li;;,i of onr school syslem, and l!“ll.l.‘t‘!':"‘-ﬂ.il‘-"q
here recommended. amd with results much more satisfac: than any one else can be, .““‘ report will be Iaid before
tory than in these States where a different mode of pro- you in due time, and Linyite yonr careful attention to
cedure has been adopled. his suggestions and recommendations,

I respectiully eull yonr attention to the necessity ol
providing for a suitable index, and for the printing of the|
Code when completed.

UNIVERSITY OF MISsISsIrel.

The [Tniversity, standing at the head of the educational
inglitutions of the State, is still ina prosperous condition,

During the vear 1575, there were admitted 320 students;

, ' frotn January st to December 12, 1579, 122, There are
A reneral sununary Jrom 'I"',,h““k* of the Auditor of now in the University 354 students. as tollows: Law
Public Accounts and the Stale Treasurer, presents a con- | Students, 1% Under Graduates, 334; and Post Graduates,
dition ol '[.“' linnnees highly satisfactory, and shows “'f' 2, "The Faculty consists of aChancellor, eight I'rofessors,
revenue ol the last two years to have been amply suffi- 1 Principal of High School, and 5 Tutors. With tha pres
L-lt'!I'I[ I.’rlrn--vl J“inlu-lll:l!]l[ﬁ’-.Ill!l}{!-!hv 'l'rf':tsnr_\'. ‘ ; ent number of students. and the number. likely to be
Ihe Treasurer’s report for 1878 furnishes the following present in the future, the teaching force must necessarily

FINANCES.

State is entitled to indemnity, amounting to $52.513 00.
The State is aiso entitled to about 30000 acres in lieu of |

and there are 3557.259 acres confirmed to the State, for

I recommend that provision be made for sending an

|

exhibit | be inereascd, and some additionsl recitation rooms will
_ be required. It seems quite certain that the wants of (he
ERCEIERS, Institution can not be met lor the next two years without
On WATFRIES - o e o voeeees ooeee o g 0a89%q &7 an im-rvf-;tsml appropriation. Sulm_- additional appropria
On bonds issueml. S S . 337.150 00 tions will also be rwlllll‘ml tor the library, for the chemical
DOERIBOCBITRRL 5 < =5 s s s 5 2% e e e 81,270,679 ST and philosophical departments, and for additional build-
' . ings and repairs.
| PISBURSEMENTS. The Board of Trustees will meet during the present
. e month, to make known to you the necessities of the ['ni |
Warrants paid and eanceled ... ....... caene <8 720,079 45 versity, and I ask, at your hands, a careful and fayorable |
| Bouds paid and canceled . ... L., 148,350 00 consideration of the same, I
| Coupons |l;1it! andeancelmd. . con e ien ST (ST 20,685 00
| Emmett hank-tax paid back ; B e r e g ol 230 23 AGRICULTUBAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE.
| Total dishurscments ... ... P . {5 ) l;f"'!| ephn i - 5 : - .
Warrants outstanding Dee, 31, 18378, ., ..... .. A0L516 09 This Iustitution was established by an Act of the Legzis
| lature, approved February 2sth. 1878, The Board ol
Four 1879, —necenrys, [ Trustees having been appointed as reguired by Section 3
| : ol the Act, organized and proceeded Lo procure a site lor
On warrauts Ly eth s e e A peeas o8 558802 15 the location of the College, as contemplatead by Section |
(O bopdsissuede ..o L e .. 106,650 00 12: but the operations aof the Board Were interrupted by
fies - i T e — the appearance ol yellow fever in the State, and the loea-
Potal receipls. . ..o vniiiiiin caniaen .8 660,402 15 tion was not made antil the followinge winter., The Col

lege having been located at Starkville, in Oktibbeha conn-
ty, the Board of Truostees selected a site for the buildines,
and purchased three hundred and filty acres of land, at o
cost of ¥2,450 00, An architeet was employed, plans and

|
|
DISBURSEMENTS. ‘
|

Warrants paid and canceled . .., .., IR L $H6R,019 88|
Ilinluis patd and canecled. .. ..., SPRTRR C P 150,600 00

l'ull'ul:l-i ]t:li-l T ) e oy ey e W 3“-3"“5 ““\ 4 - . % - =

[Certificates of indebtedness . .., . . ... coi.cena 1432 co ol the building invited, The conlracl was awarded to

Toulydishursements ... ... ... .. e RTHOG1D SR Mr. C. M. Rubusii, of Vaiden, Mississipni, and he com
menced the work in the latter part of July, 1559, The

building, which is now almost complete, is large and com-
modions, comprising all the improvements ol modern ar
| chitecture, and when fmshed will cost something over

Warrints outstanding Decomber 31st, 1879, .. $386 823 ll:!‘

INDEBTERNNERS OF THE STATE.

specilications drawn. and sealed proposals for the erection |

| ¥ " s " - 315 94
g""( hickasaw school fund. ... .o ... $815.229 11 §16,000 00. Under the supervision of the alle and expe-|
| Due interest on same PN ST i el ) e 0 16,156 61 : . . v . . .

i & ! : =) 4 rienced architect, Mr. Alfred Zacker, of the firm of Moses
Due common school fund . . .o e S17.646 46/ = et L
e o S AU R 88¢.823 02| & Zucker, ol Vicksbhurg, the contractor ||.:n.-a faithiully per- |

| Certificates of indeltedness ontatanding ... .... 2,665 00| formed his work, and the building is' belicved to be, by
B T Ml gl 150,000 00 | far. the best ever erected in the State, for that amount.

| Bonds due January 1, 1881...... St Yo e 150,000 00! Donations from the citizens of Starkville and vieinity,

| Bonds due Jauuapy Ist, 1882 .0 ... ..... . 125,000 00| and the interest on the Agricultural Land Serip Fund, |
lil,nll-. due Janunry It 188 (L. oL ia e 100.00¢ (H'I have been used by the Trastees for the purchase of land, |

| Bonds due .I:‘mn:u'y Ist, 1806 b i i e e ‘lz_lf.l-:l_! 00 and the construnction of the building. The limited means |
Intercston Bonds. ... ... ........., - od.877 00 at the command of the Trustees did not warrant them in

‘ Interest due on '”‘_‘“"i']""-‘ Deposits . lf_'-*‘:-“’ ;’:" contracting for any other improvements, and they confi-
Railroad Tax distribuotive. . .. e erses LGO9E 79 dently await the action of yvour honorable body., : |

Common School Fund, distributive, ahoot . 120,000 l""

Section 14, of the Act establishing the Uollege, pro-
vides: «That in order to establish financial equality in

, Total Indelteducss o WIEr el oo 4] [ e lah T s S2 098,740 T4 :

| From the foregoing, the following deduciions may all respects I;(*I“'m-ln these two Colleges, a snm equal to
be wade, to show the actual amount of debt the ' the amount heretofore :l['[lr'lp!'i:ﬂlﬂl to Alearn University

| out of the principal arising from the gale of said Land

State owes, amd is vegujred Lo pay

Chickasaw School Fuyed e ireeeaa 8815299 11| b't'rip. is hiereby appropriated to the College provided lor
| Common Schaol Fand .. .. . .. ivivan. S17,646 46 by section 2 of this Act, and the Trustees ihereof, shall
| Waryants in the 'l"ru:a-:nr‘\'._nwnml_ hy the State, e - ! I:f? .uulhn.rize"-:l to use the same in carrying out the pro-
| and included in ontstanding warrants ., ., .. 155,267 visions ol this Act lor the benefit of said l_"-,lj{.:l;_

I

&~

i
800,757 13 |

Ve . “y 1 y» T ria e T | e M - . . = o E )
Cash halance in the Treasury, Dee. 31, 1879, .. Upon investigation, the Board of Trustees failed to dis-
cover any practical means by which any part of the

|
| principal of the Fund could be made availalile for their

o |

$2.618,900 4

Thus it will be seen thaf the actnal indebtedness of the
State, including the Agricultural Land Serip Fund,

|
1 amount remains in the Treasury.
$227.150 00, in b per cent. bonds, due January 1896, is |

The Agricultural College is an institution much needed

purposes without further legislation, and the whole!

$379.185 96, ‘ in the State. and it is believed that if the necessary |

This shows a decrease of the dept during the last two | means be provided for putting it into practical operation,
vears. of about $920.000 00. o - | it will soon become an honor to the State, and a hlessing
[ to the industrial classes of Mississippi. Iisleading objeet

There are remaining in the Treasury. uncurrent worth- |
less funds, accumulated during the war, amounting to
J#TL‘F},E_*:H} 45, and a counterfeit one hundred dollar note,
received by the present Treasurer from his predecessor.
I respectfully recommend such legislation s ‘will author
(ize the Treasurer to cancel thess amounts, and remove

will be to teach such Lranches as relate to Agriculture
and the Mechanic arts, but other stientific and elassical
studies will not be execluded. The farmers of the State
have manilested unusual interest in the success of the
institution, and there is certainly no class of our citizens

hands.

The Board of Trustees will be in session in Jackson
some time during the present month, and will make
known to your honorable body the prospects and necessi-

indebtedness of the Staté to the Common School Fund,|

which amounts to $572.572 67. This amount stands on|

the books to the credit of the Common School Fund, while

no interest is paid upon it. and the Schools are supported 5 B : 3 ; ;

by direct taxa}t}juu. !Hinve the constitutional ame!r:ﬂmcnt = b,l:]lﬁL;;?; :1{ f;:;lf;i- t:;![rl e Ithe‘iohgects. i

It 1808 - theteéan b Bhitciios ta & : b ek purpose Y ¢ commence the school by the
6, i objection to the passage of suc Ist of September next.

I confidently believe that the subject will receive that
consideration which its importance demands, and that
you will deal liberally with the Agricultural and Mechan
ical College,

State, and reported as outstanding. Should the foregoing
items be expunged from the accounts of the Aunditor and
Treasurer, their books will show correctly the financial|
conditiop of the State, .

In May last, I received from the United States Treasury
Department, of the two per cent. fund, $2,405 92; and of
the three per cent. fand, ¥5.608, S8, which I paid into the
Treasury. Subsequently, a formal demand was made upon
me by the Vicksburg and Meridian Railroad Company
for the amount in the Treasury to the credit of the two

ALCORN AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE.

Section 3. of the Aect to establish Agricultural and
Mechanical Colleges, provides for the appointment of
new Board of Trustees for this institution, in the same
manner as that for the Agricultural and Mechanical Col.
lege is required to be appointed : but having a few davs

per cent. fund. This I deelined, and the amounts remain
in the Treasury, to the credit of the respective funds.

The attention of the _I_,erislat_tllre has been repeatedly
called to a large quantity of land op the roll of Tallahat-
chie county, heid’ in trust by the State, on account of
Levee District No. 1. Taxes are due on these lands since
1874, and I recommend that some provision be made by
which they may be sold, so as to divest the lien of the
Levee Board, and perfect the title to the State. This
malter is fully explained by the Auditor in his report, to
which [ inyife your special attention.

There is much complaint from some of the counties in
the levee districts, on account of oppressive taxation.
The subject demands your attention, and if any relief can
be afforded, I doubt not that the proper remedy will be

R or the defailed Pomrations of the Biu

prior to the passage of the Act, appointed a Bourd com-
posed of the best citizens in the vicinity of the College,

been confirmed by the Senate, I came to the conclusion.

it was not the intention of the framers of the law, that
this Board should be distributed, and consequently did
not conform to that requirement of the Act.

Iu.the‘ Interest of economy, and for the best interests of
the institution, I recommend that so much of Section 3.
of said Act as relates to Alcorn Agricultoral and Mechan-
ical College be repeated. [ also recammend the repeal
?flgo much of Section 1 as changes the name of the insti-

ation.

Notwithstanding the opening of the school in the fall
of 1878 was delayed by tgeon;)revraﬂing epidemic until the

ancial Department. middle of November, there were one hundred and twen-

of ‘the Go ent, | respec you to the reports y-seyen students in attendance in the month of January
of the Auditor of Public Acecounts and State Treasurer, 0 e present session commenced September
will be transmitted to you at an early day. -~ 5th, 187 _R?:a_mmmmnﬁt:hn::&mntmmfm
which will be transmitted . Al - several year corresponding time c e session, and
~ itis m&ﬂ within a short time after the Christmas

the institution will be to its utmost caps

and mainly of farmers; and those appointments having |

after consulting several members of the Legislature, that |

whose claims are entitled to more consideration at vour

tiesof the institution. They will ask for an appropriation |

{

|
|

|

i
|
|
]
[

adapled to their condition. In the

Institution, but by an Aect of the
reverted to (he State. The land cannot be atibizod b

snip aver the same.

stitution has been most snecessfully and
cmulm-te-._l during the last two \'t-.‘.lll"ﬂ e
not In}- said in commendation ol the -
I’nm'lp:d, whose entire time _
and delicate duties of his position,

ing assured that the interests ]
will not suffer in your hands, g

will furnish complete informati :
of this Institution, The numb:rnott"og;
ister December h%ﬁl

says: “In view of the repairing of bu:ldiu},?m;:k g of

iences and other improvements that must be altendq |
uext year, some increase in the spproprintion wil |
necessary. I think fully ome thousand dollars wil
reguired for these purposes” I recommend that 1),
ditional appropriation be made.

STATE NORMAL EBCHOOL,

This school is reporfed to be in a prosperous condif
and is accomplishing mueh good in the edueation
colored vouths of the Stage. 1 witnessed some
commencement exercises last June., and was favor
impressed with the advancement of the stadents
as the proficiency of the teachers and the general o
of the insttution.

I recommend the usval appropriation, with
tional amount of five hundred dollars for the
apparatus and books for the library.

TOUVGALOD UNIVEESITY,

The Trustees of the Normal department of 1
University report the institution more
ever betore,

Owing to disagreemenis between the reg
ol the American Missionary Association anil
of the Normal ll\'i'h‘li'ffll-‘“i. Ho appropriali
for the last two years. | repeat my recor
the Legislature two years ago, that the law
as to abolish the Board of Trustees, anil
Board of Visitors. The Normal depan

faithiful work in the education of Teachers
well of the State. 1 recommmend a rone
priations heretofore made lor il= BU Ppis
under the direction of the Bonrd of Vian

be a substantial recognition of the =o
American Missiomiry  A=so 1
zealously and thorounghly doing 1n«

CHARITABLE INSTIIUTIONS

The reports of the Trustecs and Ofl
Charitable Institutions of the Stile
possession of such information as may he n
thorough understanding or 1h
These mstitutions have lLeen
toined at greal expense; and winle MET
]u-up}l‘ lnok \\'a::h Ile'll' Lijrary 1h
generosity, and demand
horate the condition of thenr untorign
I'l‘llllii‘l‘ the ntmost ¢are and economy in th
ment.  First in importance of these instituti

LUNATIC ASYLU M.

The number of patients under treatmoe:
vear 1878, was foar bundred and nineny
this number there were torty four deatlis;
charges. most of which wore recoveries. anild
During the yvear 1579, the number unden
about equal to that of the yveuar helore,  There we
ty-two deaths, and thirty-five discharges,  The
izin excellent condition. and has been as v
nomically managed duning the last two yveur
]m.-.-'ih]'\' be done.

The Jarge death rale during the vear 157
hly attributable to the exvessive heat of 1h
The deaths of both years woere wainly from

and (‘lnih-]-s_\‘. .\i:m_\‘ of them cases of long standin
the patients worn ont with age and d .
formed by the Medical Supervinicndent, that

now thirty applicantsfor adiizsion who cu

modated for want of voarn.  This numbor will n
mcrease, a3 the discharzes from all eanuses don
pace with the increasing demand for admission. )

to the increased number ol patienis since the
1578, and the recent advance in the 1
it will be illll'u‘l,-&\“:fv Lo supporl the Asylum for th
two years without an increased appropriation
are on the hooks of the institution, Lthe name
patients who are required Lo pay for board and 1pe
but very few actually pay, andin a majority of
it is found most difficall to collect anvihine,

I respectiully recamiuwend that the Asviam b
free to all the citizens of the State neoding ite hen

DEAF AND DUMEB INSTITUTE.

The Deaf and Dumlb Institute is in o prosperan
dition. There are more stadents in attendiance o
time, than ever bofore at a corresponding time
session : and a decide ! improvement is shown by
that thirteen new students entered during the
more than hall that wvumber being nnder th

teen vears. The average number of pupils in alte
during the vear 1878, was lorty-five, " The avera
ber during the yeas 1579, was forty-three.  Ther
in the school torty-fuur pupils, w ith several nore
within a short time,

The expenditures for the vear ISTS. were a liftn ]
than the amonnt :|m;ru[n-iuzl~i; bt for tlia s
they exceeded the appropriation, covering i
ed balunece, and in consequence of the recent il
the price of supplies, the accounts of the veu
closed without a small deficit, With sannli
present prices the instilution cannot bLe ma
without & small increase of the appropriation .
ol ”'Il.,f lust two years, The ]nnih!in:;« are ut the pr
time, in ;:nf:d condition, bul g small appropri ion
hecessary lor repairs during the next Lwo vears,

I'he new wing was completed at a cost of $2
and the balagnge of the appropriation for build
posas h:t‘; been judiciously expended by the i
ll"li‘.'il(.'t'i In Recessary repairs upon the main bui
_ lllL‘!‘t: should be an additiona| emplovee in the
tion to instruct the girls in handieraft. There
girls in the school, most of them in very moderats
stances, and all arixious to hLe taught the arl ol

an “[“I”: g;lrlll(‘.uts.; E:“ll ”lt’ nse ol the sewin 1l

The ll rIlSllT‘P'-; have the anthority to employ sucl
but Lave felt that the appropriations were insnil

Justify the outlay. 1 am also of the opinion, il

t-ur!}' as practicable, work-shops should be erec
which the boys may be tauch such trades as
¢ k weslorn suin
the ecity there is a (ract ol land formerly ownel

Legislutvure in 15

i AV

State, and il sold would bring only a nominal cuni. |
believed it can be mule useful and profitable to 1

. .1 rid
lul'“”" and I respectinlly recoammend Chiat the Ae! 1
lu e repealed, and 1 hat the Board of Irustees b
ized to take pusssasion of said land and exercize (ws

Under the auspices of the Board of Trustees, 1]
BCOnnm
and toeo mue
warthy and atu
is devoted 1o U LI

INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND.

Ilurmg the year 1878, the averageo attendance ul

Institution was twenty-seven, thirteen females and (oul
teen males, four of whom were colored. I l
1579, there were in attendance :
females, and twelve males, one of whom was col

or th
twenly-eighi;
Ry

A definite statement of the financial conditior

institution could not be obtained in tine for this messq o
bLut I am informed that the expennlilun.e.-; for :‘n-u ast -
years will not exceed the appropriation. The o
of the buildings is not as good as it should be- nor do the
afford suflicieni room for the cnmthrlu-!.h'- ‘1".1"III'|H'I -~-ll
of the number of pupils now present, and it is expect
th:mt tglc number wi}l be materially i;n-n».;m-nl W
z_e:; de“" weeks, The crowded condition of the
N during the year just elosed, induced the Try
rent a house in the vicinity for the accomodat m:i
wmale pupils, but this results in great iut-.un\'-.-m.v-i"---- ricl
Some exposure to them, and if practicable “ought 1o e
remedied. The Board of Trustees will, perha l
upon an appropriation for the erection of

new buildings, commensur y
institution. ' WA

condid

5 X i
ithin the
st
Slevs |

ol the

perhaps, insist
! additional. or
ith the necessities cf L

I commend their report to your ecareful attention. (eel
unfortunate blind

PENITENTIARY,
The report of the Superintendent of the I’

enitentinry
hil!g the condition
: nvicts on the Reg
t:ﬂ), was 997, of which 905 wero
1878, th From December 1st, 1877, to
318, there were received by commitment

- 3 i were 03 deaths, 7

v pardoned. From Decem-
' ‘ there wre received
e, B¢ escapes, 10 reocap-
ber on the Register
e 12is, 1o




